ABSTRACT
The literature on American nativism has tended to ascribe American nativist agitation, which began in earnest just prior to 1850, to short-run economic or psychological causes. 2 The origins of this approach can be traced to the early progressive "race" theorists of the 1920's and 30's, with their belief that "Racial hatreds, national hatreds, group hatreds have always rooted deeply in man's fight against man for the means of subsistence and display…." 3 Yet, such a stance clearly fails to explain why outbreaks of nativism (the 1920's, for example) have tended not to correlate with poor economic times (such as the early 1930's). An approach that stresses the impact of ad hoc national "moods" or economic hardship on nativism likewise fails to appreciate the importance of the cultural-historical substratum which conditions the nature of an ethnic group's response to other groups.
Why did Anglo-Protestant Americans assume the mantle of nativism? This seems like a straightforward question, but it is not. First of all, as some have suggested, the term "nativism" is a misnomer, and has been as much a didactic tool as a hermeneutic device. 4 In fact, native residence served merely as a shorthand for membership in the dominant national ethnic group. "Sometimes, nativists found the native-born 'foreign' and immigrants suitably American," remarks Dale Knobel. 5 Indeed, Anglo-Protestant
Americans barely blinked at British (and Anglo-Canadian) Protestant immigration, yet native-born Catholics were hardly immune from nativism. "Ethno-nationalism" or "dominant ethnicity" is therefore a more accurate description for what passes for nativism. Furthermore, any explanation of dominant-group ethno-nationalism demands a mapping of the dominant ethnic group which arose within the supposedly exceptional, universalist, American nation-state.
Theorizing American National Ethnicity

National Ethnicity
Ethnic groups will be defined here as communities which share a belief in common ancestry and homeland and which meet a threshold requirement of population and territory (real or imagined) that distinguishes them from similar phenomena like tribes and clans. 6 Nations, on the other hand, will be defined as modern communities of mass culture whose members share a politico-territorial identity and are bound together by shared legal obligations, an official culture and a common history.
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The nations of the world, almost without exception, were formed from ethnic cores, whose pre-modern myth-symbol complex furnished the material for the construction of the modern nation's boundary symbols and civil religion. This does not entail the continuation of an ethnie-nation unity. It merely specifies that the modern nation derived its name, official language, national symbolism, conception of territorial boundaries and its history from the ethnic group or groups that inhabited the land in premodern times. 8 In the case of the United States, the national ethnic group was Anglo-American Protestant ("American"). This was the first European group to "imagine" the territory 9 of 6 E.K. Francis, Interethnic Relations, (New York: Elsevier, 1976), 6. 7 A.D. Smith, National Identity, (London: Penguin, 1991), 69 . 8 Smith 1991, 39. 9 The sense of national territory embraced by the Anglo-Americans was, in the first instance, regional, and was also elastic -tending to advance with the frontier. Even so, there was a generalized appreciation of the grandeur and fertility of the American landscape, which, during the nineteenth century, was believed to be a source of national invigoration and a hedge against European decadence. See Merle Eugene Curti, The Roots of American Loyalty (New York: Columbia University Press, 1946), 37-38. The Daniel the United States as its homeland and trace its genealogy back to New World colonists who rebelled against their mother country. In its mind, the American nation-state, its land, its history, its mission and its Anglo-American people were woven into one great tapestry of the imagination. This social construction considered the United States to be founded by the "Americans", who thereby had title to the land and the mandate to mould the nation (and any immigrants who might enter it) in their own Anglo-Saxon, Protestant self-image.
Colonial Antecedents
Ethno-Religious Homogeneity England's influence was mediated by that of other regions. The South, especially the lowland South, was a particularly important source of divergence, with its relatively hierarchical division of white labour, its dearth of large urban areas and its plantation slavery system. Differences between North and South must be placed in context, however -the South participated in many of the social changes that gripped the north between 1800 and 1850. Indeed, the narration of southern distinctiveness, to say nothing of nationalism, was a feature of the late antebellum period. Many scholars would concur with the view that an American sense of community arose, complete with its heroic mythology, but most would label this a civic national process rather than an ethnic one. Yet from the outset, the words and actions of Americans indicate that a growing sense of American ethnicity underpinned the civic rhetoric. This ethnicity grew out of a sense of isolation that Oscar Handlin calls "the horror" of rootlessness brought on by the colonists' incessant migration and the ontological meaninglessness of living in alien surroundings.
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One scholar who has studied the nature of this ethnic response is Rogers M.
Smith, who has dubbed it "Ascriptive Americanism." The French and Indian wars of the 1750's and early 1760's had driven home the differences between the English-speaking, As several theorists have remarked, a sense of election is a feature common to many ethnic groups, especially Protestant ones, and it appears that the Americans were no exception. 31 In more general terms, these American developments may be viewed as part of a more universal phenomenon in which individuals seek to achieve a measure of belonging and terrestrial immortality through identification with a group rooted in land and kinship. 32 The result is ethnogenesis.
It is also significant that a set of symbolic "border guards" were being used to distinguish the Americans from surrounding populations. The Americans were considered to be White, in contrast to the Natives and black slaves, they were Protestant and English (in speech and surname), unlike the Catholic French to the north and west and the Spanish to the south, and they were Liberal democrats, in contrast to the British, both at home and in the colonies to the north.
The Protestant "Establishment"
In the decades following independence, America's Protestant 33 unity -which the treatment of the Acadians underscored -soon began to crystallize around a Protestant "voluntary establishment" centred on the major theological seminaries. 34 The non- escape the British (Norman) yoke and bring the torch of freedom to America was a quintessential myth of ethnogenesis. 46 Accompanying purified religion and purified liberty therefore, was a purified American genealogy. In this manner, the Americans, like the Québécois, Afrikaners and Anatolian Turks, were performing a feat of particularistic fission from the mother stock which would form the basis for an entirely new ethnic group.
The Institutionalization of Anglo-Saxon Ethnicity
The Anglo-Saxon myth, meanwhile, was grafted onto American experience. For instance, the New England town meeting was likened to the Anglo-Saxon tribal council while the statements of Tacitus regarding the free, egalitarian qualities of the AngloSaxons he encountered were given an American interpretation. 47 The most widely-read What is less clear is the extent to which the Anglo-Saxon myth penetrated down the social scale. While it is difficult to ascertain whether a majority were aware of the Whig formulation of the Anglo-Saxon myth, unless totally isolated from non-AngloSaxons, they were conscious of their "WASP" cultural markers (White race, "AngloSaxon" in speech and surname, Protestant in religion) and understood themselves to be "Anglo-Saxon". 50 It is evident, however, that firm conclusions in this area await further historical research.
The Origins of Anglo-Conformity
The process of assimilation that has helped maintain ethnic boundaries throughout who wrote of New York in the mid eighteenth century that "the majority… who were of Dutch descent, were succumbing to the English language. The younger generation scarcely ever spoke anything but English, and there were many who became offended if they were taken for Dutch because they preferred to pass for English."
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Of similar significance was the "WASP" form to which these non-English groups were assimilating. In addition to adopting the American English language and the American belief in liberty, they even began to alter their surnames. Among Pennsylvania "essentially English" in ancestry despite the presence of some continental Europeans. 
The Anglo-Americans in Theoretical Context
With regard to ethnicity theory, the American case can be framed within the broader ethnogenetic process. Typically, ethnies form either through fission from a parent stock:
i.e. Ulster Protestants from Scots, Dutch from Greater Germans, Quebecois from French, There is hardly an American to be met with who does not claim some remote kindred with the first founders of the colonies; and as for the scions of the noble families of England, America seemed to me to be covered with them. 69 Tocqueville also repeatedly referred to the Americans as the "English race in America" or the "Anglo-Americans", indicating that he felt the three terms were basically interchangeable. It seems Tocqueville's cosmopolitan view of America was merely a rhetorical tool used only in his more futuristic moments. The same duality can be observed in the writings of Crèvecoeur, Jefferson, Franklin and Hamilton and probably had its roots in the Old Testament with which Protestants were so familiar.
As Conor Cruise O'Brien notes, the Bible's message at this point was largely particularist, as when it was written:
Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine. And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. (Exodus 19:5-6).
Yet despite the predominantly ethnic tone, the selective reader could tease out some universalist passages such as:
Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham (Gal. 3:6-9).
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In the Bible, as in the writing of many Americans, a predominantly ethnic message is in tension with the logical implications of an underlying universalist communal philosophy.
Nevertheless, the cosmopolitan utterances that Emerson referred to as "extravagant declamations" should not be construed as representative of the temper of the times.
Instead, they should be treated as the futuristic, cosmopolitan side of a dualistic American mind which clung just as surely to an Anglo-Saxon, Protestant vision of the nation. This psyche was described by Emerson as one of "double-consciousness" whereby the quest for security, exemplified by "race" (ethnic group) and family, could be reconciled with the quest for individuality, represented by associative friendship and liberal universalism. Romantic Nationalism and the Republican "Golden Age"
"When we see, among the happiest people in the world, groups of peasants directing affairs of state under an oak, and always acting wisely, can we help but despise the refinements of those nations which render themselves illustrious and miserable by so much art and mystery?" 72 With characteristic aplomb, Jean-Jacques Rousseau expressed the zeitgeist of a new cultural movement known as romanticism which took root in eighteenth century Europe and proved especially influential in the following century.
Based on the idea of raw nature as the source of power and wisdom, it carried within it a critique of rational, civilized modernity.
In Germany, romantic scholars like Herder, Hegel or Fichte developed the idea that nations are organic outgrowths of nature whose natural destiny is to express themselves through independent statehood. 73 This led intellectuals, notably among conquered peoples (but also among independent, Republican nations), to espouse the cause of ethno-nationalism. 74 Our yeoman should be equal to his home, Set in the fair, green valleys, purple walled, A man to match his mountains, not to creep, Dwarfed and abased below them.
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In the minds of romantic nationalists such as these, the new economy, which increasingly bound farmers to agents from urban centres, was seen to undermine their independence, The American Golden Age
The theme of the Golden Age has been arguably a universal among nations and ethnic groups since Hesiod first introduced the concept. It represents an idealized period in the past when the collective was seen to be united and heroic. Typically, the romantic nationalist views the present as an age of decline and seeks to use the myth of an idealized past to revive the virtues which were seen to characterize the national ethnic group during its Golden Age. 79 The nostalgia that pervaded the writing of many midnineteenth century Americans may thus be considered a form of romantic yearning for a purer, more "natural" Golden Age Republic. It was this nostalgia which was to fire the ethnic nationalist phenomenon known as nativism which later came to grip the land.
Conclusion
This paper has tried to illustrate that the United States was not an exception to the rule 
